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ANOTHER ATTACK FROM 'WITHIN' 
 
By David Horovitz  
 

J erusalem's central Jaffa Road artery is a building site these days 
- reduced to barely two lanes as the infrastructure is laid for the 

much-anticipated light-rail system. Tractors and bulldozers rou-
tinely ply the route past Jerusalem Capital Studios toward the 
Mahane Yehuda open-air market. 
     But the driver who maneuvered his massive yellow Caterpillar 
tractor along that same stretch of road at noon on Wednesday had 
devastation, not construction, on his mind. 
     According to a young, bearded eyewitness, pale and shaking in 
one of the cafes that line the street, the driver ploughed down the 
road, crushing cars indiscriminately and flipped an Egged bus onto 
its right-hand side, in a swathe of destruction two hundred or more 
meters long. 
     Initially, it was suggested that the driver, soon identified as an 
east Jerusalem resident employed by a local construction firm, 
might have lost control of his vehicle and accidentally caused the 
bloodshed and chaos. But Yoni Ben-Menachem, the Israeli Radio 
chief who was in his car when the tractor sped toward him, quickly 
laid that theory to rest, recounting that he had made eye contact 
with THE DRIVER, WHO WAS CALM, AND FOCUSED  
KNEW EXACTLY WHAT HE WAS DOING. Ben-Menachem 
swerved onto the sidewalk to safety. 
     Minutes after the driver was finally shot dead by security offi-
cials after a struggle in the tractor's cab, Jaffa Road had become a 
combined building site and terror-attack-zone. 
     From the second, third and higher floors of the television studio 
buildings overlooking the terror route, camera crews filmed the 
ambulances converging, the victims being stretchered away, and 
the police gradually sealing off the long, long path of wreckage. 

Several cars lay turned on their sides, as smashed. Helicopters clat-
tered overhead. A uniformed woman with a bomb-detector dog on 
a leash walked along the lowered light-rail route alongside the 
road, checking that no explosive devices had been planted to coin-
cide with the attack. 
     A mother, her head covered in a floral scarf, appealed frantically 
to a policewoman to let her through because her daughter was 
shopping in Mahane Yehuda. Ambulances wailed in the distance, 
struggling to get through the halted traffic clogging the surrounding 
streets. And hundreds of onlookers, many of them young yeshiva 
students in white shirts and black kippot, thronged behind the po-
lice tape. 
     The security barrier has dramatically reduced the incidence of 
attacks inside Israel by West Bank Palestinians in recent years. But 
three months ago, in the last major terror attack in the capital, an 
east Jerusalem resident killed eight students in a nighttime attack at 
the Mercaz Harav Yeshiva. On Wednesday, Jerusalem's vulnerabil-
ity to attacks from "within" - by a perpetrator with the residency 
rights to move freely around the city - was murderously demon-
strated. 
 
 
 

FROM THE CHAIR 
 
By Inez Weissman 
 
 

O nce again we live in a period of history that must cause alarm 
in us as we continue to love and support our wonderful de-

mocratic nation.  We are confronted by imminent dangers to Israel 
and to the United States by the growing nuclear power of Iran, a 
nation that represents those who would destroy our Judeo-Christian 
civilization.  The rise of Islamic fascism should command the at-
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tention of our politicians, our media, our educational system.  They 
do not see the urgency of these events.  The economy, with the 
high cost of gasoline, understandably, is what we are focused on. 
     Today on television I heard said that the act of Israel on Iran, a 
preliminary to a possible attack, is very responsible for the rise in 
prices.  This opens the door to anti-Israel action in the days to 
come. 
     In addition to what we know of growing anti-Israel sentiment 
internationally, there is a dangerous turning to extremism of young 
Muslims throughout the world.  British Muslims committed to vio-
lence have been described as increasing in numbers.  Security ser-
vices claim that they are currently tracking 2,000 people who have 
been suspected of being linked to terrorism with 200 networks and 
30 plots.  A substantial number of Muslims in Britain between the 
ages of 16 and 24 as reported by Telegraph News “admire organi-
zations like al-Qaeda and are prepared to fight the west.”  In France 
there is a report of a young Jewish teenager coming from syna-
gogue and was attacked in an anti-Semitic act by five black African 
youths with a metal bar causing a grave coma.  The attack may be 
related to President Sarkozy’s trip to Israel which would connect it 
to support for the Arabs as well as being anti-Jewish.  Here in Vir-
ginia textbooks have been revealed as telling students at a private 
Islamic school, which teaches 900 students in grades K-12, that it is 
permissible for Muslims to kill adulterers and converts from Islam 
and that “the Jews conspired against Islam and the people.”  And 
that Muslims are also permitted to take the lives and property of 
those deemed “polytheists.”  These are Saudi textbooks which con-
form to the idea that polytheism includes Shiite and Sufi Muslims 
as well as Christians, Jews, Hindus and Buddists.  So far the local 
officials have rejected a recommendation from a congressional 
committee to close the school. 
     Thus, the future for democracy bodes ill unless reality demands 
that we recognize the future rise of Islamic hatred and that we do 
whatever must be done to destroy it before our grandchildren pay 
the tragic price it will cause. 

HAPPY 60TH BIRTHDAY, ISRAEL: WELL 
DONE FOR SURVIVING 
 
By Melanie Phillips (Daily Mail columnist) 
 

W hat would Israel’s first Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion 
have said if, on the day that he declared the establishment 

of the State of Israel in 1948, he had known that six decades thence 
Israel would be encircled by its enemies, hopelessly outnumbered 
and fighting for its existence? He would surely have said: so what’s 
new?  
     On May 8, Israel celebrated the 60th anniversary of that declara-
tion. With every decade that it clocks up, people ask the same ques-
tion: will Israel still be there for the next one? It is indeed astonish-
ing that it has not only survived but is flourishing. Its situation as a 
permanently embattled nation is unique. On the day after Ben-
Gurion declared its independence, six Arab armies invaded and 
tried to wipe it out. With the current exception of Egypt and Jor-
dan, the Arab and Muslim world has been trying ever since. 
     Israel is the only country whose creation was approved by 
the UN; yet it is the only country whose legitimacy is called into 
question. It is the only country which the world requires to com-
promise with its Palestinian Arab attackers and accede to their de-
mands, even while they are firing rockets at its schools and houses 
and blowing up its citizens. It is the only country which continues 
to provide electricity and basic services to those attackers and rou-
tinely treats thousands of Palestinians in Israel’s own hospitals, 
even those who have Israeli blood on their hands. And yet it is the 
only country which, in the court of public opinion, is condemned 
for behaving ‘disproportionately’ when it uses targeted military 
means to defend itself, and is accused of causing the very ‘Nazi’ or 
‘apartheid’ atrocities of which it itself is the victim. 
     At present, the situation looks particularly ominous. Israel is 
menaced on several fronts by Iran which, racing to develop a nu-
clear weapon, is threatening a new genocide of the Jews while de-
nying the last one. In Lebanon Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of the 
Iranian-sponsored army Hezbollah, which is once again armed with 
thousands of rockets, says the next attack on Israel is not a matter 

 
Zech 12:3  It shall be on that day that I will make Jerusalem for all the peoples 
a burdensome stone, all whose bearers become lacerated; and the nations of the 
world will gather against it. 
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of ‘if’ but ‘when’. Since Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005 Ira-
nian-backed Hamas, which is pledged to wipe out Israel and every 
Jew, has built a well-trained standing army of at least 20,000 men 
and a huge arsenal of weapons smuggled in from Egypt, and relent-
lessly attacks Israel with rockets and bombs. 
     It is widely expected that, once Independence Day is over and 
President Bush has returned home from his celebratory visit, Israel 
will finally mount a major incursion into Gaza to deal with Hamas. 
If it does, Western opinion, which largely ignores Israeli victimiza-
tion, can be guaranteed to cry ‘atrocity’ once again. And just as 
before, Hamas will deliberately place women and children in the 
line of fire to maximize civilian casualties in order further to in-
flame that opinion. 
     For Israel finds itself trapped by a pincer movement of military 
and psychological attack from not only the Arab and Muslim world 
but also the West. And Britain, whose intelligentsia has swallowed 
wholesale Arab and Muslim lies, is the Western leader of those 
baying for Israel’s head. Thanks to the poison spread by the British 
media, the universities, NGOs and the churches, Israel has been 
systematically demonized and delegitimized. 
     Few are aware, for example, how both HAMAS AND HEZ-
BOLLAH deliberately position both terrorists and weaponry in 
densely populated civilian areas, using women and children as hu-
man shields. While British headlines scream at Israel for causing a 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, few are aware that HAMAS has been 
stealing fuel supplies intended for Gaza’s population and blowing 
up the crossing points to provoke Israel into closing them, to esca-
late the conflict and inflame the world. Even fewer are aware that 
many of the most inflammatory images from the region are fabri-
cated, since both HAMAS AND HEZBOLLAH ROUTINELY 
STAGE ‘ATROCITIES’ OR ARTIFICIALLY EXAGGER-
ATE INCIDENTS USING DOCTORED FOOTAGE — cour-
tesy of British journalists who are threatened with murder or kid-
nap if they fail to toe the line. 
     More fundamentally, the obsessional demonization of Israel is 
based on a false set of beliefs taken straight from Arab propaganda 
— that as a result of Holocaust guilt, Israel was created when a 
load of European Jews with no claim to the land were dumped on 
Palestine, driving out its rightful Arab Muslim inhabitants. 
     Ben-Gurion would today be surprised to find, for example, that 
Israel is regarded as illegally occupying the West Bank (and until 
2005, Gaza). Along with modern Israel, this was part of the terri-
tory of Palestine within which in 1922 the League of Nations gave 
Britain the task of re-establishing the Jewish national home because 
of the unique claim by the Jews — the only people for whom it had 
ever been their nation state, hundreds of years before the Arabs 
invaded it. In other words, far from being ‘Palestinian land’, the 
Jews are entitled to claim it under international law, which also 
gives it the right to hold on to it in self-defense. Yet ‘progressive’ 
opinion not only denies both law and history but demands (as do 
the Palestinians) the ethnic cleansing of every last Jewish settler 
from a putative Palestinian state (just as half Israel’s population 
was created by Jews driven out of their ancient homes in Arab 
lands). So much for anti-racism. 
     The denial and inversion of such facts has singled out Israel for 
vilification applied to no other country. Scapegoated for crimes of 
which it is in fact the victim, Israel has become the Jew of the 
Western world. This is a victory for the Arabs in the new type of 
war in which they are engaged. Asymmetric warfare, whose princi-
pal battlefield is the mind, uses ostensibly powerless people (the 
Palestinians) who are in fact backed by powerful state actors (Iran). 
Such an inversion of strong and weak and the systematic use of 

deception are vital to the principal strategic goal of asymmetric 
warfare: to confuse and demoralize its victims and suborn world 
opinion to its cause. Even Israel itself has weakened under this. For 
it has an intelligentsia which is no longer confident of the nation’s 
right to its own Jewish identity. This has created a dangerous vac-
uum. In Israeli universities, revisionist historians have told corro-
sive lies about their country’s history, portraying it as having been 
born in sin. In the schools, children have not been taught Jewish 
history and parrot Arab disinformation instead. 
     The country’s sense of national purpose has been further weak-
ened by the 2006 Lebanon war, which punctured public belief in 
Israel’s military invincibility, and by the ongoing crisis of political 
leadership caused by a political system which is endemically cor-
rupt and excludes the brightest and the best from public office. 
     The result of all this is that at present, both the Israeli Left and 
Right are consumed by a morbid despair. The Left thinks Israel is 
doomed to war in perpetuity because there is no prospect of a Pal-
estinian state — which it remains convinced is the prerequisite for 
peace, despite this being contrary to all history, evidence and logic. 
The Right, on the other hand, thinks that Prime Minister Ehud Ol-
mert is Israel’s Chamberlain, about to declare peace in our time by 
giving away half of Jerusalem and the Golan Heights and thus de-
livering Israel to the wolves of Arab annihilation. But both are 
surely missing the bigger picture. 
     First, despite entering its seventh decade of living under existen-
tial siege, Israel is prospering. Its economy is booming, it leads the 
world in high-tech, and property prices in Tel Aviv rival those in 
London. Second, having stared over the edge of the cultural abyss 
it has started to realize the danger. It is beginning to turn education 
round, with a new awareness dawning among high school princi-
pals of the need to teach Jewish history, identity and values. And 
although unprecedented numbers of mainly secular Israelis now 
choose to live abroad, there are rapidly growing numbers of the 
religiously orthodox who know exactly what they are fighting for 
and are prepared to die for it — as do the majority of middle-of-
the-road Israeli citizens. 
     The same, however, can’t be said of the Palestinian Arabs, who 
are simply falling apart. The rise of Hamas, the progressive Islami-
zation and terrorization of Palestinian society and the continued 
corruption and factional fighting within Fatah are all taking their 
toll. Increasingly, Palestinians are packing up and leaving. It is they 
rather than the Israelis who are in despair. Their sense of national 
identity — always artificial — now lies finally shattered by the 
death cult that acts in their name. After all, with even supposedly 
secular Fatah being steadily Islamized, why on earth would any 
Palestinian in his right mind want to live in a repressive Islamic 
republic — which Palestine would without doubt become — where 
dissidents are thrown from the tops of tall buildings? 
     And here lies the paradox which offers the best hope for Israel’s 
future. For the very Islamism which so menaces it might finally 
unlock the door to peace. This is because both Islamism and Iran 
threaten not just Israel but the ‘moderate’ Arab world too. Accord-
ingly, the last thing those Arabs want is an Iranian-backed, Islam-
ized state of Palestine. Egypt and Jordan simply cannot afford to 
have Iran or the Muslim Brotherhood on their doorsteps in a 
Hamas-dominated Gaza or West Bank. Currently, they rely on Is-
rael to prevent it. But increasingly, talk of some kind of Jordan–
Egypt–Palestinian confederation is in the air. 
     As the analyst Jonathan Spyer has noted, Jordan’s recent deci-
sion to connect Jericho to the Jordanian electricity grid is an exam-
ple of its increasing involvement in the West Bank. And behind the 
scenes, the more realistic Palestinians have grasped that their best 
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chance of having any future at all lies in just such a confederation. 
Such an outcome would have history on its side. Some readers may 
feel the need to lie down after reading the rest of this sentence, but 
Jordan is historically the state of Arab Palestine. This was the 
original two-state ‘solution’ back in 1921, when Winston Chur-
chill unilaterally gave away three quarters of the original terri-
tory of Palestine to the Hashemite dynasty, creating what is 
now Jordan, with the remainder supposed to go to the Jews. 
     But this chance of an end to the dispute is currently being under-
mined by the self-serving meddling of America which, like Europe, 
falsely casts the Arab war against Israel as a boundary dispute be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians and is trying to force the agreed 
outline of a Palestinian state by the time President Bush leaves of-
fice. 
     It is even pressuring Israel to accept Hamas’s ‘truce’ — by 
which Hamas means a period when Israel doesn’t attack it so it can 
equip itself for war undisturbed — so that on his visit to Israel next 
week Bush can pretend that Middle East peace in our time is immi-
nent. But this is a virtual reality peace process, since even the 
‘moderate’ Fatah leader Mahmoud Abbas has said in terms that he 
will never recognize Israel as a Jewish state. So what’s to discuss? 
     Despite its sham nature, however, this appeasement process has 
had two baleful consequences. It has caused Olmert, under pressure 
from the Americans, the Israeli media and powerful Israeli oli-
garchs who want the economic advantages of peace at any price, to 
destroy checkpoints, release prisoners and float the possibility of 
territorial concessions — all of which promote and incite further 
Arab violence. And it has caused Jordan to put its own confedera-
tion idea on ice. Thus meddling America is destroying the best op-
tion for the Middle East to resolve its core dispute — that it is left 
to sort it out by itself. 
     Indeed, much of the responsibility for these six decades of con-
flict lie with a Western world which, from 1921 onwards, has cho-
sen to appease Arab violence while shedding crocodile tears over 
its Jewish victims. But the future of Israel is the future of the 

West. If the front line in Israel were to go down, the West 
would be next. Given its current internal appeasement of Islamism, 
however, the West may go down anyway. At least Israel knows it 
has to fight to survive. As a result, in 60 years’ time it will still be 
there. Can the same be said for Britain or Europe? 


